
UPCOMING EVENTS 
IN BATAWA
March 10th at 6:00pm 
Sacred Heart Church 
Heat and Eat 
Join us for this potluck fundraiser 
for Sacred Heart Church. $10 a 
person, and make sure to bring 
something delicious for the potluck 

dinner. 

March 13th and 16th at 
10:00am 
March Break Painting 
Classes For Kids 
Batawa Artist Suso Bach will once 
again be hosting art classes for kids 
ages 8 to 13. For $10, each student 
gets all their supplies and a creative 
way to spend their March Break. 
Register before March 9th at the 
BDC Office or by email at cdc@
batawa.ca.

March 31st from 9:00am to 
12:00pm 
18th Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt 
The Hunt is on! Bring the family 
out for a fun filled morning at the 
Batawa Community Centre for the 
annual Easter Egg Hunt brought to 
you in part by Batawa Development 
Corporation, the Batawa Lions and 
MFRC. The Junior Hunt (Infant to 
5 years old) starts at 10am, Senior 
Hunt (6 -10 years old) begins at 
11:15am.

Every Thursday at 10am 
Coffee Break  
Come to the Sacred Heart Church 
Hall at 10am every Thursday for 
coffee, treats and good friends.

Every Monday and 
Wednesday 
VON SMART Exercise 
Classes 
Every Monday and Wednesday at 
the Batawa Community Centre, 
Seniors aged 55+ are welcome 
to get fit with their neighbours 
from 10:30 - 11:30 am. Register at 
613.392.4181.
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REMEMBERING MRS. SONJA BATA
In the evening of February 20, the world 
lost a truly remarkable woman with the 
passing of Sonja I. Bata at the age of 
91.  Mrs. Bata leaves a lasting legacy as 
a visionary, who lived out a pursuit of 
excellence with integrity and vitality in 
many different endeavours. 

Though Mrs. Bata was widely 
recognized for her shared work with 
the Bata Shoe Company, a family 
enterprise started by her late husband 
Thomas J. Bata, she will also be 
remembered for her vision and passion 
for the community of Batawa. 

Since 2005, Sonja Bata served as the 
Chair of the Batawa Development 
Corporation and set out to breath 
new life in to the factory town 
originally founded by her husband 
on immigrating to Canada in 1939. 
She wanted to see Batawa grow into 
a sustainable rural village that would 
be recognized as a safe and beautiful 
environment that fostered a healthy, 
engaged and friendly community. 

Part of her vision for Batawa was 
maintaining and improving one of the 
community’s most historic and central 
landmarks: Batawa Ski Hill. Several years 
ago, Mrs. Bata gave of her time and 
money to support the once volunteer-
operated ski hill and help build it into 
a memorable destination for ski and 
snowboard enthusiasts. 

Sonja Bata believed strongly in public 
service and took a leadership role 
in many volunteer organizations, 
including the National Design Council, 
World Wildlife Fund Canada, Junior 
Achievement of Canada, North York 
General Hospital, the Council for 
Business and the Arts in Canada, the 

Council for Canadian Unity, the Royal 
Military College of Canada and York 
University.

In the domain of business, Sonja Bata 
served as a Director of Alcan Aluminium 
Limited, CT Financial, the Canadian 
Commercial Corporation and the 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce.

As a loyal Canadian, Sonja Bata was 
particularly proud to have been the 
longest serving Honourary Captain in 
Canadian Navy.

Honours awarded to Sonja Bata 
include Officer of the Order of Canada, 
Retail Council of Canada Lifetime 
Achievement Award, Canadian 
Business Hall of Fame, CESO Award 
for International Development, B’Nai 
Brith Humanitarian Award and the 
silver medal of the United Nations 
Environmental Programme. Eight 
universities in Canada and Europe 
conferred Honourary Doctorates on 
Sonja Bata.
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The faces greeting folks at the Batawa 
Development Corporation (BDC) office 
are changing. Raquel Richardson will 
once again take on the position of 
Community Development Coordinator 
with the BDC.

Richardson previously spent eight years 
in the role before serving five years as a 
Program Coordinator with the Queen’s 
Family Health Team. 

Richardson will now take the seat at 
the front desk of the BDC that was once 
filled by Judi Clark. Now, after serving 
in the role of Community Development 

Coordinator since May of 2014, Clark 
will be retiring from the position. 

Also new to the Batawa team is Dan 
Schell, who has recently taken on the 
role of Communications Coordinator for 
the BDC and Batawa Ski Hill. 

Schell is a graduate of both the Public 
Relations program at Loyalist College 
and Wilfrid Laurier University. He comes 
from a background that includes time 
as a community reporter in Bancroft, 
Ontario, while also gaining experience 
as a Communications Officer at Trent 
University. 

NEW FACES AT THE BDC
The BDC welcomes Raquel Richardson and Dan Schell 

to the team

Once again, the CFB Trenton Pond 
Hockey Classic held in Batawa was a 
roaring success. This year, 40 teams 
got together to participate in the 
tournament which was successful in 
raising $70,000 for both the Trenton 
Memorial Hospital Foundation 
and Wounded Warriors Canada. 
In addition to the thrilling hockey 
action, the tournament also hosted 
a successful Gala Dinner that saw 
150 people come to the Batawa 
Community Centre to hear guest 
speakers CWO (Ret.) Darcy Elder 
and former Minister of Defence 
Peter Mackay. Plus, families from 
CFB Trenton had a blast at the MFRC 
Winter Jubilee on the Saturday of 
the tournament. 

2018 POND 
HOCKEY CLASSIC 

A SUCCESS

BATAWA PHOTO CORNER

In February, students from Sacred Heart School 

participated hit the pool at the Quinte Sports 

and Wellness Centre to test their cardboard 

boat creations. Some sank, some floated, but 

everyone had a great time.

On February 10th, the Batawa Community 

Centre once again played host to The City of 

Quinte West’s FrostFest event. Hundreds of 

families gathered for some winter family fun 

including ice skating from Ice Wine.

On February 3rd, 293 skiers and snowboarders 

teamed up with the Canadian Ski Patrollers at 

Batawa Ski Hill to join in a national attempt 

to set the World Record for the most  snow 

angels made at one time in multiple venues.


